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TSIS International School 
 

Guiding Statements 
 

 
 
Mission 

 
We will provide a safe and caring environment which fosters academic success, 
celebrates diversity, promotes universal values and prepares students to be confident 
leaders in a global society. 

  
 

Core Values 

 
We will motivate, encourage and prepare students to: 
 

1. Achieve academic success by promoting independent learning, innovation, 
critical thinking and research. 

2. Develop social skills, empathy, integrity and leadership qualities. 
3. Engage in an intercultural, multi-lingual global community. 
4. Embrace service in an inclusive, interconnected world. 
5. Adopt a healthy and active lifestyle. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Challenging Minds,  

Embracing Diversity,  

Building Character. 
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Introduction to Learning  

 
 
The Curriculum 
 
All learning opportunities at TSIS are considered part of the Curriculum.  As faculty, 
we have put a lot of thought and preparation into creating the best possible education 
for our students. 
 

The UK National Curriculum's Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory 
Framework provides the basis of our education and formal Curriculum for the 
Foundation Stage.  TSIS staff have created a Programme of Inquiry (POI) specifically 
for our school, and each class will be taught between 4-6 units over the year, focusing 
on key aspects of academic and character development through integrated inquiry 
units.  This programme is designed by integrating all subjects for students to make 
deep meaningful connections to all aspects of school.  Our Curriculum is rich in 
content, focusing on developing all students' conceptual understanding of the central 
idea, key concepts and lines of inquiry.  All units are aligned closely with the UK 
National Curriculum and are taught in a manner that is appropriate to cater to all 
student abilities. 
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage specifies requirements for learning and 
development that cover areas of learning and development, the early learning goals, 
and assessment arrangements. 
 

The Early Years is built upon four guiding principles: 
 

• A Unique Child - All children are constantly learning and are resilient, capable, 
confident and self-assured. 

• Positive Relationships - Positive relationships teach children to be strong and 
independent. 

• Enabling Environment - When there is a strong partnership between teachers, 
parents and caregivers, children develop well as their experiences respond to their 
individual needs. 

• Learning and Development - The framework covers all children's education and care. 
 

The Curriculum and its development will be shared with parents during meetings held 
at the beginning of each academic year.  Conferences will also be held with parents 
to provide information about the child's progress and how to help them at home.  
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The Wider Curriculum 
 

Service Learning 
 

Service learning is at the heart of the school's Mission and Values.  Students must participate in 
community service throughout their time at TSIS.  Students must understand that service is 
fundamental to humanity and makes a difference in the lives of others.  Students undertake 
activities through the Curriculum and other events such as Langar (Community Kitchen).  The 
school uses events on the Sikh calendar to promote such learning and values.  Other events 
such as Loy Krathong, Songkran and Vaisakhi allow students to collaborate and instil our 
Mission and Values. 
 

Student Leadership and Student Council 
 
Students at TSIS are expected to be role models for each other and learn to lead and support 
one another.  Students at the Junior School have formed a student council and now represent 
the student body when making decisions about the school.  Students in the council use their 
time to plan events and ways to raise money for the school and support local charities such as 
the Shark Guardians.  Student leadership begins very early in a TSIS student's life and will 
continue into the senior school 
 

Field Trips 
 
Learning beyond the classroom is an integral part of the school curriculum, and all students are 
involved in field trips.  Throughout the school year, there are opportunities for students to engage 
with trips relevant to the Inquiry Programme. 
Learning beyond the classroom is an integral part of the school curriculum, and all students are 
involved in field trips.  Throughout the school year, there are opportunities for students to engage 
with trips relevant to the Inquiry Programme. 
 
Extra-Curricular 
Extra-Curricular activities are widely offered to students in Key Stages 1 and 2.  Students are 
presented with opportunities to learn and grow in various contexts.  Junior school students are 
provided with activities like Football, Ballet, Hip-hop, Taekwondo and other sports. 
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Learners Attributes 

 

 

 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years providers must meet 

to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe.  It promotes teaching and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TSIS will be: 
 

Mindful 
 

We appreciate who we are, the 
perspectives of others, and of the world 
around us.  We reflect on our knowledge 
and are metacognitive in our thinking. 

 

Honest 
 

We act with fairness, virtue and sincerity.  
We respect the rights and dignity of 
people everywhere.  We are responsible 
for our actions and their effect on others. 

 

Resilient 
 

We are growth-minded learners who 
embrace our mistakes and are 
persistent in improving our 
understanding. 

 

Empowering 
 

We are confident life-long learners and 
want others to know their contributions 
positively impacts achievement of goals. 

Happy 
 

We encourage positivity, individuality 
and passion.  We learn in a safe and 
comfortable environment.  We enjoy 
being at school. 

 

Empathetic 
 

We are conscious of emotions, actions 
and experiences and how they influence 
others. 
 

Inquisitive 
 

We question and research our 
curiosities.  We critically think about 
complex problems when making 
decisions. 
 

Collaborators 
 

We communicate effectively and actively 
listen to ideas, thoughts, and opinions of 
others. 
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Program of Inquiry 
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Early Years Foundation Stage 

 
Curriculum – The Areas of Development 
 
We provide a well-balanced education for all our students catering to different backgrounds and ability 
levels.  At TSIS, we believe that every aspect of the school aids in developing our students' education.  
Children constantly learn to improve academically and as people, whether in their homeroom or specialist 
classrooms, outdoors playing, or swimming in the pool. 
 
Our Early Years Department is built upon the UK Curriculum's Statutory Framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage, which sets standards for learning and development and cares for children from birth to 
five years. 
 
Children develop quickly in the early years, and a child's experiences between birth and age five 
significantly impact their future life chances - Good parenting and high-quality learning together provide 
the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. 
 
Seven areas of learning and development shape 
the educational programme in the Early Years.  
All areas are important and interconnected.  The 
three areas below are particularly crucial for 
igniting students' curiosity and enthusiasm for 
learning and building their capacity to learn, form 
relationships and thrive. 
 

● Communication and language 
● Physical development 
● Personal, social and emotional 

development 
 
These three areas are strengthened and applied 
through the four specific prime areas: 

 
● Literacy 
● Mathematics 
● Understanding the world 
● Expressive arts and design 
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All educational programs must involve activities and experiences for children, such as: 
 
● Communication and language development involve allowing children to experience a rich 

language environment, develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves, and speak 
and listen in various situations. 

 
● Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and 

interactive; and to develop their coordination, control, and movement.  Children must also be helped 
to understand the importance of physical activity and make healthy choices concerning food. 

 
● Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop a positive 

sense of themselves and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to 
develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour 
in groups; and to have confidence in their abilities. 

 

 
 

● Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and begin reading 
and writing.  Children must be given access to various reading materials (books, poems, and other 
written materials) to ignite their interest. 

 

● Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in 
counting, understanding and using numbers; calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; 
and describing shapes, spaces, and measurements. 

 
● Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 

community through opportunities to explore, observe and learn about people, places, technology 
and the environment. 

 
● Expressive arts and design involve enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of 

media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-
play, and design and technology. 

 
  



10 
 

Learning Through Play 
 
Each area of learning in the Early Years is implemented through planned, purposeful play and various 
adult-led or child-initiated activities.  A child's development needs to engage in play to build their 
confidence through exploration, thinking about problems and relating to others. 
 
Children learn by leading their own play and participating in teacher-guided play.  Through play, students 
learn to develop intellectually, creatively, physically, socially and emotionally.  Through interactions with 
the environment during play, children gain control over their bodies as they develop manipulative and 
motor skills.  Through their interactions in various social situations, children can learn new skills and 
concepts, discover the world and learn about themselves.  
 
Play-based learning also facilitates language development and critical and creative thinking and helps 
young children deal with complex and competing emotions.  Throughout the Foundation Stage at TSIS, 
teachers adopt a continuous provision approach to play, which enables their students to move around 
the learning environment freely, choosing to engage in activities which interest them. 

 

     
  

Assessment and Reporting 
 

In the Foundation Stage are expectations for achievement known as 'Early Learning Goals.' By the 
foundation stage's end, students should have reached these goals, which form their skills, knowledge, 
understanding and attitudes.  At TSIS, we focus on a child's well-being and social and emotional 
development to create a holistic learning environment.  We want our students to feel comfortable and 
safe, be confident in tackling new tasks and situations independently and build positive relationships with 
adults and peers.  We hope our students become risk-takers, inquirers, communicators, and enthusiastic 
about their learning by constantly seeking more knowledge. 
 
Ongoing assessments allow us to monitor student progress regularly.  These formative assessments 
enable students to apply their knowledge in various ways.  Teachers observe children to understand their 
level of achievement, interests and learning styles and learning experiences are designed for each child 
based on observations.  At TSIS, observations and assessments by an Early Years professional are 
documented on a platform called Tapestry.  This assessment tool records and saves the evidence of a 
child's experiences, development and learning journey through their early years 
 
The following pages outline our core assessment criteria for each of the seven areas of study.
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Assessment Criteria: Personal Social and Emotional, Communication and Language, Physical Development 
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Assessment Criteria: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design 
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Core Subjects 
 

Programme of Inquiry 
 
At TSIS, we believe an Inquiry-Based Model is important to a student's development by deepening 
understanding through applications of concepts.  We value the importance of teaching all students global 
interdependence, appreciation for cultural perspectives and awareness of social action and their 
individual role in society. 
 
Units of inquiry have been written for each Year level.  The units are designed to improve not only 
student's academic development but also character development. 
 

Inquiry-Based learning is designed to promote questioning, 
wondering and exploration of various content knowledge.  
Students will connect to previous learning and predictions, 
make and test ideas, clarify existing ideas, research, 
defend positions and solve problems through various 
methods. 
The Curriculum is designed and taught through cross-
curricular units of study.  The units are built around the 
Social Studies and Science objectives with a strong focal 
point in either or both areas, with other subjects integrated 
into the units.  The units through the Early and Primary 
Years are arranged under six different themes and are 
repeated at each grade level.  
 
These themes are: 
 

● Humanity 
● Existence 
● Communication 
● Functionality 
● Organization 
● Contribution 

 
All units are integrated and taught across all subjects 
except where separate subject teaching may occur.  The 
homeroom teacher teaches most subjects unless the 
children attend specialist lessons - Music, Thai, Physical 
Education and Swimming. 

 
 

 

 
Thai Language and Culture 
 
All students at TSIS learn the Thai 
Language and Culture as a specialist 
subject.  The course is designed to provide 
students with an appreciation for the 
culture and language of their own or host 
country.  
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Integrated Art 
 

At TSIS, we feel that the Arts are essential to a student's education.  While students will be 
consistently engaged in artistic activities throughout the day, they will also attend an Integrated Art 
class one to two times a week.   
 

The Curriculum for Integrated Arts is based upon the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
combined with the Programme of Inquiry.  Each unit will be integrated within the Unit of Inquiry 
from the homeroom class for students to make a deeper connection across the Curriculum and 
subjects.  They will bring what they have learned from their homeroom classes and apply it in an 
artistic manner in the Integrated Arts subject. 
 
Music 
 

At TSIS, we believe music is a fundamental component of our student's education. It provides 
students with additional opportunities to express themselves personally and culturally. Students 
will be involved in performances which include singing, dancing, and playing instruments. They will 
explore sounds and rhythms, creating instruments and music of their own. The Curriculum is 
designed for students to study through an inquiry model, developing their imagination, creativity, 
practical skills and ability to communicate through music. We wish for students to develop their 
understanding and appreciation of music so that it becomes a lifelong source of enjoyment. 
 
Physical Education 
 

At TSIS, we strive for students to 
learn Physical Education through and 
about movement. We wish to promote 
an environment which encourages a 
lifelong love of physical activity. The 
Physical Education Curriculum is 
designed around the UK National 
Curriculum and promotes movement 
in various ways. Students are given 
opportunities to extend their agility, 
balance and coordination in Key 
Stage 1.  
 
They will engage in competitive and cooperative physical activities.  In Key Stage 2, students will 
continue to apply this knowledge to develop a broader range of skills.  They will work closely with 
their peers to communicate and collaborate when competing with others.  Students receive 
Swimming classes once a week.  At the Early Years level, we aim for students to become more 
familiar with the water to be comfortable for extended periods.  
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Two Campuses. 

One Community.  

 

TSIS Junior School, Wongwianyai Campus 

(Pre-Nursery – Year 6) 

717 Prachathipok Road, 

Wongwianyai, 

Bangkok 10600 

Phone: 02-861-6161 

Email: junior@tsi.ac.th 


